Our shared human responsibilities to
protect companion dodgs from being
flat-face

The flat-faced (brachycephalic) conformation (body shape) is
frequently associated with health problems in dogs.

to contribute to our shared collective responsibility
to safeguard the welfare of companion dogs:
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Current UK animal welfare legislation requires us a// \'\
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The Animal Welfare Act (2006) states that the welfare needs of
dogs must be met including the need to be able to exhibit normal
behaviour patterns and the need to be protected from pain,
suffering, injury and disease.
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e.g. Blinking fully and waggin
a tail are normal behavioura
patterns in dogs.

The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving
Animals) Regulations 2018 states that ‘No dog may be
kept for breeding if it can reasonably be expected, on

the basis of its genotype, phenotype* or state of health| «
that breeding from it could have a detrimental effect o
on its health or welfare or that of its offspring'. ¢

i.e whether this is an extreme body shape that is linked to

*Phenotype refers to the physical shape of the dog's body
predictable health issues in current and future generations.
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How we can each contribute ¢o protect

the health and welfare of dogs firom beling
flat-faced

prevent

3.
longer muzzle reduced skin folds longer tail

BWG encourages anyone considering getting a dog with brachycephaly to

“Stop and think before buying a flat-faced dog”
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